
OPENING   STATEMENT (AIDS) 

Honorable chair, fellow delegates: 

Children are the future of the world. For that reason, Fiji wants the best treatment for 

them. During the last decades, life expectancy for children has increased in an 

incredible way. However, there are still lots of problems with this issue, like 

malnutrition, sexual abuses or AIDS. This last one is an increasing topic nowadays.  

By 2003, 15 million children under the age of 18 had been orphaned by 

HIV/AIDS.  Millions more live in households with sick and dying family members. The 

effects of the epidemic affect every aspect of children’s lives: their emotional well-

being, physical security and their mental development. 

Our country, Fiji, does not have a huge problem with HIV/AIDS infections, but it is 

well aware of the dangers and collaborates with many international AIDS associations, 

like the U.N.’s, UNAIDS. According to Michel Sidibé, the UNAIDS Executive 

Director, “President Nailitikau ( Fijian president ) is helping to transform the UNAIDS 

vision of zero new HIV infections, zero discrimination and zero AIDS-related deaths 

into a reality in the Pacific Island states. Through your determination and commitment, 

you have changed laws and improved the lives of vulnerable children,” said Mr Sidibé. 

“This is not only a great benefit for Fiji, but an important example for the entire Pacific 

region, and the world.” 

Our proposals are based on the phrase: “Better safe than sorry.” We think that education 

is the most important part for prevention. For this reason, Fiji suggests to send 

specialists teaching the importance of avoiding this disease and preventive methods for 

in every school, to children over 12 years. We also think it would be a great idea to 

build some specialized hospitals in the issue of AIDS for repairing the damage cause by 

the virus and prevent it. Finally we propose to help the development and the action of 

NGOs which can help all countries. We call upon the UN for financial support to make 

these proposals possible. 

 

 


